What is Volity?

e An open platform for
real-time multiplayer
games

e An open Yahoo!
Games, more or less

e Based on open
technologies, and is
one itself
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An open protocol

e The whole prOtOCOl .]S. SEONS Volity Wiki: ECMAScript
documented as a Wiki [« .| (¢ | [+ | @ hup:/ volity.org/wikifindex coi?ECMASeri
at httD//VOl]tyorg l volity Wiki: ECMAScript API |

e Based on Jabber ECMAScri t AP'

(XMPP) HomePage | RecentChanges | Preferences | Upload

. Volity clients that use ECMA Script (such as Gamut and Friv) n
e Custom protocol 1S A objects and methods that UI files can call upon.

Small fUﬂCt]On set The API 1s described by a version number. (The UT can read th
passed as RPCs se¢ below. This may allow vou to write UT code that runs on ol

The UT should specity the API version (or versions) It requires |
sort out which Uls will run upon it.
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The Volity Network
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You can play Voilty
games right now!

Welcome!

New to Volity?

The best way to start is by
Jjumping in and playing some
games! Download a copy of
Gamut, our client software, to
enter the world of Volity gaming.

What is Volity?
Volity is an open platform for real-time, multiplayer, Internet-based games. B

oy pen plati i pLayer, & Y Recent Developer Blog
‘open”, we mean not just that anyone can create player accounts and start playing Posts

games, but also that anyone can develop and add their own games to it! Read More...

‘Welcome, jmac@volity.net!

Account preferences

Gamut for Windews | Gamut as Java jar (Log Out )

http://volity.net

Found a bug? Report it!
" Bookmark this on del.icio.us

[Z+ Bookmark this on furl

= “Not authorized”

Games by several folks N

Games you can play
Volity presentation at

Click on the name of a game below to see more details i MIT, April 10

about it, start a new game, or schedule a future game. State of the Vality,
2007

Aquarius - RSS everywhere
Barsoomite Go (2-player)
Barsoomite Go (4-player)

Latest forum posts

Public tools to register

and monitor new
games

Fluxx (version 3.0)
Fluxx (version 3.1)
Hearts

Space Station Assault
Treehouse
Werewolf

El Active Tables
Fluxx (version 3.1)

Fluxx {version 3.1}

Active English

Upcoming Games &

Infrastructure Questions
by Jason Mclntosh
Thu Mar 29 01:31 pm

Infrastructure Questions
by Richard Walter
Thu Mar 25 01:11 pm

Help wanted: Java
hackers, SVG nuts, and
others.

by Jason Mclntosh

Thu Mar 29 01:07 pm

Infrastructure Questions
by Jason Mclntosh
‘Wed Mar 28 04:17 pm

Gamut with voice

by turner
‘Wed Mar 28 03:58 pm
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Make online games quickly!

Write game logic,

us-i ng One Of Ou r free amee Gamut: Tic Tac Toe [GO] i
l-i bra r-ies - Game in pmgressl{} Invite Player ” 1 Request Bot”ﬂ 5tars| f’v, Seat || 88 Ready

O(X
Don’t write network, & Tacy

O
authentication, or x )( 1 retere

communication code O

1. jmac ﬁ

k

Write an SVG 5 11 s oed e e
[12:42:28] """ Tacky has joined the table.
document for the Ul

Ready to play online!
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Language-neutral game
development

e Complete library support for both Perl and Python

® Fans of other languages can add their own
implementations of the Volity protocol

A nice,
friendly
game...




Some real examples

# Draw 4 inning the
* Play 2

Current

AL A
rEWRULE Y[ mEwALE] HEwAILE][ MEWRLLE]
3 Frs (M mmzeeze” Flary Al
Flary Lirmi
Fardam 3

Fluxx (Looney Labs)
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real examples

SCORE CARDS




Some real examples

A Mind Game

Implemented by
Andrew Plotkin

About this game

[] Display expert roles

{ The Villagers live in fear of Werewolves; but the Villagers are
{ many and the Werewolves are few. Every day, the Villagers
| gather to decide which of their number might be a monster.

i Whoever they fear most, dies.

Bl
Villagers The Villagers win if they kill all the Werewolves.

I e | The Werewolves appear innocent by day; but they hunt the
Villagers by dark. Each night, they agree on a victim and tear
him or her to shreds. The body will be found by the remaining
Villagers at dawn.

If at least half the population is Werewolves, they win.

A Seer has visionary powers. Each night, the Seer can select
someone to dream about At dawn, the Seer will know
whether that person is a Werewolf. But it is dangerous for the
Seer o reveal his talent; the monsters know he is a threat.

The Seer wins if the Villagers do.

Decide how many of each kind of person your Village should have.

Werewolf (Andrew Plotkin)
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Community tools

e Play history —

e Ratings (based on ELO) ﬂ

e Reputation (based on 254
Digg et al) Fluxx {version 3.0}

Space Station Assault

5 (5 good, O bad)

e API for independent L/ Nene )
queries Solo stats a5
—

Space Station Assault 10
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The client is SVG...

Volity started life as an SVG fanboy’s project

Gamut uses Batik, the Apache XML project’s excellent
SVG Java library

It can browse and load SVG-based game documents
from anywhere

Sure seemed like a good idea at the time!
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...but should be on the web

Big discovery of 2006: most
people don’t want to download
and install desktop applications

Endusers increasingly expect
applications they can run in their
browsers, instantly

Who [Knew?




2007: Year of the web client

® As of this month we’ve started porting our client
software to HTML

® Goal: support HTML and HTML-embedded Uls

B0 O http: //volity.org/projects /webclient/testbench_demo/testbench.html

| <4 P | | & | | + | €4 http: / /volity.org/ projects /webclient/testbench_de & "f":l* Google

l http:/ /volity.org/projects/.. %ﬁt ﬂ i ._:'; e

HTML Ul demonstration: Tic Tac Toe

This 1s a demonstration of a nearly-
feature-complete, HTML-and-JavaScript
Testhench running an HTML-and-
JavaScript Tic Tac Toe UT file.
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Come play with us!

e We need more game-
loving hackers to help
us out

http://volity.org -
Documentation

http://volity.net -
Everything else,
including lots of games
to play by yourself and
with friends!
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